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Laboratory for thirty-six years. Mr Lincoln came to the Laboratory in 1892 when he was a very small boy, so small that he had to stand on a box to reach the bench. W. H. Hayles, who afterwards became chief lecture assistant, was appointed by me in the first term of my Professorship. He rendered good service to the Laboratory for more than fifty years, when he retired under the age limit. He was a skilful photographer, and very expert in making lantern slides. He had the valuable quality of realising to the full what an important part he played in the lecture, and spared neither time nor trouble to make the experiment succeed.
My first course of lectures was given in the Lent Term of 1885. The beginning was not very auspicious, for in my first lecture, though I got on quite well until about ten minutes before the time to stop, I then became very dizzy: I could not see my audience, and thought I was about to faint and had to dismiss the class. I recovered in a few minutes and have never suffered in this way again. I attribute it to having turned round to look at the blackboard at my back too often. I have sometimes felt this in a slight form when lecturing in a darkened room and showing many lantern slides, and often turning my eyes from the brightly lighted screen to the darkened room.
Immediately after my election to the Professorship, I began, in collaboration with my old friend, Richard Threlfall, some experiments on the passage of electricity through gases. Threlfall had just taken a First Class in physics and chemistry in Part II of the Natural Sciences Tripos, but his enthusiasm for physics began long before he came to Cambridge. He had as a boy a laboratory and workshop at his home near Preston, and experimented during the vacations. When working at high explosives 117